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Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 
www.mvar.almontecentral.ca    and   www.facebook.com  mvar 

http://www.mvar.almontecentral.ca/
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The Presidents Message for Summer 2010 
David Biggs 

Well Folks, September is here and a new MVAR season is about to 
start. I am really excited with all that is currently under way and the 
various events that are planned this year. The T-Trak guys are doing a 
wonderful job with their modules and representing MVAR at the various 
shows that have taken place over the summer and into the coming 
year. The workshops that are put on are definitely worth a visit. 
Regardless of scale they are a great way to get hands on information 
and ideas (See the T-Trak section for more info), 

 
Speaking of shows, the Carp Fair is being held from the 23 – 25 September. MVAR 
members will be there to help run the HO layout. It‟s never too late to offer a helping 
hand for this show, the more the merrier, and all help is greatly appreciated. 
 
During the upcoming season we will also be constructing HO modules along with 
workshops. This will most definitely be a hands on FUN project for all members to 
participate in and share skills and ideas. I look forward to seeing the progression of 
these workshops. 
 
Mississippi Mills at a Glance was a great success this year. We had members display 
G scale engines and rolling stock, HO switching and N scale (T-Trak).  Attendance was 
much higher than the year before with a lot of interested and curious people of all ages 
visiting the MVAR tables. 
 
All in all another great railroading season is ahead of us!!! 
 
David Biggs 
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Public Relations and Program 
Larry Skinner   

Each Saturday morning members, friends, and guests come out to the 
Gourmet Restaurant for breakfast and railroad social time. This is a 
great place to get and share ideas for building your railroad. We start 
arriving about 07:00h and we eat at 08:00h. We socialize until 09:00h.   
 
On Wednesday mornings 6 to 8 members come out to Tim Horton‟s in 
Almonte for café and our Railroad Social hour.  We start arriving about 

09:30h and we meet until about 10:30h.   
 

On Wednesday mornings (9:00 to 12noon) from April to October are the times when a 
few R.G.S. Train Yard members come over to David McCurdy‟s Rio Grande Southern 
Train Yard to continue to improve the garden railroad layout.  Make these times at the 
layout a regular part of your railroad social life.   
 
Call another club member this week and get together for a house visit and see 
what they are doing with their layout or maybe make some suggestions. ….. 
 
Our 2010/2011 season has already started with an end of summer show at the Railway 
Museum in Smiths Falls and a start of fall show in Almonte, with Mississippi Mills at a 
Glance. On the Thursday, 9 Sept. the T-Trak Sub met for it‟s first regularly scheduled 
meeting at the Carleton Place Arena now held the second Thursday of each month, 
and Thursday , 23 Sept we meet for our first MVAR dinner meeting at Christ Church in 
Ashton. 
 
 

 

 
Speaking about Trains . . . 
 
Your executive met last month and discussed a great lineup 
of activity and project ideas for our coming year. We‟ll be 
talking to you when we get together. 
 
If you like what we‟re talking about, great. However, if you 
have different ides about what you‟d like to see or do in 
MVAR, let us know. Chances are that we can work new 
ideas into our club program, or at least make sure they‟re 
considered for future club activities. 
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Treasurer 
Ben Sanders 

The closing balance as of Sept 15th is $368.20.  
This represents a few early expenses and a few dues payments. 
 
 
bsanders@ucalgary.ca.   
 
 

 

Webmaster 
Rod Goodwin                              

 

To all members who have web pages; You can have your link posted  
on our website. 
 
TO ALL MEMBERS CHECKOUT THE WEB SITE OVER THE 
SUMMER FOR ACTIVITIES THAT THE MEMBERS WILL BE 
HOSTING.  

 
                          

 
RailLink Editor 

Larry Skinner              
Please remember that this is YOUR club and if YOU want to make it 
exciting and active it is up to YOU to do so. My part is simple – take 
over a fully developed newsletter model and put your inputs into it.  This 
year promises to be a busy one with many new programs and events 
already in the works or in the planning stages. Please send your 
thoughts, pictures and articles to me for RailLink. This is an important 
way to really make MVAR you railroad club.  
WANTED - Model Railroad Articles for the RailLink 

 
 

MVAR Library 
David Biggs 

We have a Growing Video and Book library that is Not being used as 
much as it could. The library is taken to every meeting and you can sign 
out what you want and return it next meeting or our Saturday morning 
breakfast.  
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 A new Division in MVAR! – The MVAR Student Division 

Late last month, at the Smiths Falls Railway Museum, 
we got to see several firsts and probably at least one 
last.  It was the first year for Rail Fest at the museum, 
the first  time ever that T-Trak modules went on public 
display, and probably the last time Bob Carswell‟s 
modular layout was to appear on public display. 

 

However there was a much more important first! On the 
last day of Rail Fest 2010, as the T-Trak modules were being disassembled, MVAR 
recruited it‟s first ever student member. Kirsten Biggs decided to join us, and hence, 
the brand new MVAR Student Division came into being. 

 

MVAR welcomes this newest member, and in line with many other organizations, has 
decided to offer membership to younger members at half price, as long as they remain 
full time students. So welcome aboard, Kirsten – we hope you are enjoying the 
“World‟s greatest Hobby” and I‟m sure we will learn as much from you as you from us. 

See the cover photo this month showing Kirsten hard at work modelling a really nice 
rock formation on a T-Trak corner module. (This has started a rumour that it may even 
shame Larry into getting going on his corner – I would like to categorically deny this but 
in line with how I was raised, I cannot tell a lie! Oh well . . . 

 

Rail Fest 2010 - Eastern Ontario Railway Museum in Smiths Falls 

For the first time this year and hopefully what will become an annual event, Rail Fest 
was hosted by the Smiths Falls Railway Museum of Eastern Ontario.  

The Museum gates opened at 10 AM with lots to see and hear, displays and vendors 
for the serious collector or for some one just getting started.  A few Model vendors, 
displays, music, BBQ burgs and dogs were on site.  There was live music with Kerry 
and John, and youngsters could have their picture drawn by award winning artist John 
Cullen, stay for a burger or some cotton candy.  There were tours through the dental 
car and outside on the tracks were the Cadillac Car, the steam engine, a diesel switch 
engine.  But most of all, their were model trains. Denis MacTavish and several G-Men 
ran Gscale on Dennis‟s modular layout, John Soehner worked his Motel Module in HO 
and the T-Trak gang was there with three T-Trak layouts – Bob Carswell‟s, Bob 
Summer‟s and an all-T-Trak one. 

Outside, in his really big plywood train, Jim Davis was grinning from ear to ear as he 
drove toddlers and their minders around the lot. For a time, he even had an assistant to 
load and unload the passengers. From the looks on the kids faces, I think many of  
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them took away a priceless memory of how they got to ride on a “real train”. 

On Saturday night a small group of people came back to the museum for a special 
showing of the Rail Rodder from 1965, the last film of the great Buster Keaton, 
followed by the feature film "The One that Got Away".  This film told the story of a 
German POW who escaped from a train as it travelled through Smiths Falls. The 
“theater” setting was simple for this movie show, but the films were great and as an 
added plus our projectionist personally introduced each of the films. 
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“Prairie Skyscrapers” – A Structure You Can Modal . . . 

In the small prairie town of Fort MacLeod, Alberta I came across a priceless relic of 
bygone days.  

Still in use by the Alberta Wheat Pool, this wooden grain elevator is a reminder of the 
majesty of the so called “Prairie Skyscrapers” that once dotted Canada‟s landscape 
across the parries. Today, only a very few of these aging workhorses survive when 
most have been torn down and replaced by more modern steel structures. 

Still attesting to the strength and longevity of these structures, even the wood that 
made these buildings strong enough to do their job is a marvel today – similar 
structures have been known to have wooden sides planked with lumber that would be 
almost unbelievable today – 3 x 16 „s often up to over twenty feet long, although with 
the passage of time and the many tons of golden wheat, the walls are no longer thee 
inches thick. 

So, maybe it‟s true what they say, “You can‟t get lost out west – If you want to know 
where you are, you just have to look at the name on the nearest grain elevator.” 

Larry Skinner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
10 

 

 

 



 

 
11 

RR from the Web . . . 

JMRI 
 

If you use DCC on your railroad and use a computer at home, you need to know about 
JMRI. 
JMRI is “open source” software which means it‟s free – you just download it from the 
Internet. However, it runs on your home computer, you need to be running DCC on 
your railroad, and you need to interface your computer to the DCC bus on your 
railroad. Commercial interfaces are sold for most popular DCC systems and typically 
cost anywhere from 65 t0 150 dollars. In my own case, I managed to buy a Digitraxx 
Loconet interface for 23 dollars. 
After seeing DecoderPro in action on Mark Tilford‟s railroad, I couldn‟t wait to try it 
myself. As soon as I got my computer linked to my railroad, with Mark‟s help I was able 
to read how the decoder in one of my engines was programmed and was able to fine 
tune the programming simply by moving a slide image on my computer screen with my 
mouse. 
I think for the average model railroader, like me, for instance, JMRI‟s DecoderPro will 
certainly be your first focus of attention and may well be as far as you have to go. 
However, with JMRI‟s free access to open source software, the sky is the limit. Many 
modelers have used PanelPro to build TTC-like computer models and  few modelers 
have already built on this basic software to design software that interactively controls 
there signaling system, completely automates their railroad even running trains hands 
off. So if you like writing software, go for it! 
Here is the link for downloading JMRI: 
http://jmri.sourceforge.net 
 
Larry Skinner 

 

Along the T-Trak Sub . . . 

T-Trak has now arranged to meet regularly at the Carleton Place Arena on the second 
Thursday of each month from 6:30 to 9:00 PM. Every time we get together, each 
person in the group brings a module and N scale train equipment. Every night we meet 
is an operating night and guests are always welcome! And normally, as soon as the 
modules are set up, someone will run a workshop or clinic. 

At the first of our regular meetings, Bob Carswell put on a great clinic on scratch 
building in N scale.  

Bob has volunteered to do coordinate Programs for the T-Trak Sub. After soliciting 
ideas from members of this group, here are some of the ideas we‟ll be seeing 
workshops on over the next several months: 

http://jmri.sourceforge.net/
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T-Trak Sub Workshop Program 
 
Oct: Making mountains/rock faces – David Biggs (this session was already scheduled) 
Nov: Operating Session ( in lieu of a workshop) – Mark Tilford 
Dec: Upgrading couplers – Mark Tilford 
Jan: CAD Rail demo/tutorial – Larry Skinner 
Feb: DCC conversion – Mark Tilford 
Mar: Operating Session – Mark Tilford 
Apr: Abandoned trackage – Larry Skinner 
May: Fast Track switches – Larry Skinner 
Jun: Placement, location of structures on modules – Larry Skinner 
Jul: Layout shapes and special modules for these shapes – Larry Skinner 
Aug: Operating Session – Mark Tilford; and 
Sep: Using flex track and non-unitrack switches with T-Trak modules – Larry Skinner 
 
 

Mississippi Mills at a Glance 

This years show on Wednesday, 8 September was a good one and MVAR was well 
represented with model trains.  

John Soehner, David Biggs, Bob Summers, Kirsten Biggs and Larry Skinner were all 
on hand to show and/or operate John‟s HO Motel Module, David‟s HO working diorama 
and Bob‟s, Kirsten‟s and Jack Leonard‟s T-Trak modules. David also displayed some of 
his G-scale equipment. 
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While not really a “train 
show”, Mississippi 
Mills at a Glance lets 
us tell a whole lot of 
people in Almonte and 
the area about what 
we do. So it ends up 
giving us great local 
exposure in just a 
couple of hours.  

 

Just after arriving and 
finishing a basic setup, 
John Soehner, Bob 
Summers, and Larry 
Skinner took a short 
walk along a really 
pretty water side 
walking path to what 

had to be one of 
Almonte‟s hidden 
treasures, The Barley 
Mow. Before we had 
time to say Jack ******, 
we had ordered up 
and each of us had a 
small jug of Alexander 
Keith‟s in front of us to 
go with a great meal 
at a very reasonable 
price. Then we got 
back to the show, just 
behind the first paying 
guests and just in time 
to run some trains. 

Not a bad evening, 
Eh? 
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Picton Model Railroader’s Show - Saturday and Sunday September 
18th-19th 

 

The Picton Model Railroader‟s Show was held Saturday 
and Sunday September 18th-19th at the Prince Edward 
Curling Club at the Fairgrounds in Picton.  The show was 
better than average with numerous vendors selling their 
wares, deals dependent on your "don't need but gotta 
haves"!  The vendors were surrounded by a variety of 
clubs showing their "on the road" portable layouts. 
 
One layout, that of the Belleville Model Railroaders was 
very "kid friendly" in that a number of low benches were 
placed around the layout to let the younger members of 
the public get a better line of sight for the detail and rolling 
trains! 
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There were even radio control boats and planes at the show with the boats actually 
sailing around in an indoor swimming pool! 
 
Picton's show is highly recommended for a visit in the early fall, and why not continue 
your visit by circling Prince Edward County to purchase the wonderful produce being 
sold roadside, take it home for a warm tasty meal, and hey while you are there, ~~ how 
about some wine from the vines! 
 
John Soehner 
 

Some of the M.V.A.R. members Railway Patches. 
 

 
                          
 
 
 
 
          

  M.V.A.R.  David McCurdy  Dennis MacTavish  Jim Davis         
 
     
 
 
 
 
 

David Biggs     Bob Summers  John Soehner        Eric Halpin 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 

Andrew Shinn      John Morin  T_TRAK  Group  W.G.H. 

 
           
        
 

 
  You’re Logo Here         You’re Logo Here    You’re Logo Here        You’re Logo Here 

 

Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 
www.mvar.almontecentral.ca   and   www.facebook.com  mvar 

http://www.mvar.almontecentral.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/
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Coming Events 
 

Sept 23 - M.V.A.R. Fall Roast Beef Dinner. The dinner cost is $20. 
Program: Ottawa Valley HOTRAK with operating HO Modules – Bob Moore & friends 
Thursday 6:00pm - 9:00pm  
Christ Church in Ashton. 
 
Sept 23-26 - Carp Fair 
Fri through Sun, Admission: $10.00, Children 6 to 12 years: $5.00, Children 5 and under: Free 
Thursday Night: $2.00 
 
Oct 16 & 17 - Ottawa Railfair 
Saturday 11:00-17:00; Sunday 10:00-16:00 
Algonquin College Woodroffe Campus, Nepean 
 
Nov 6 & 7 – The Great NY State Model Train Fair 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM, Adults $9, Seniors $7, 
Kids $6, under 5 Free 
 
December 4 & 5 - Quinte Christmas Model Railroad Show 
Quinte Secondary School, 45 College St. W, Belleville, On, Sat. & Sun.  10am - 4pm 
 

 

MVAR Executives for The 2009-2010 Year.  
 
President:   David Biggs   613.863.7627 
Secretary/Archivist Ron Legge   613.257.5110 
Treasurer:   Ben Sanders  613.253.6064 
Membership:  David McCurdy  613.253.5519 
Program & PR  Larry Skinner  613.264.0081 
Library:   David Biggs   613.863.7627 
Newsletter:   Larry Skinner  613.264.0081  
Webmaster:   Rod Goodwin  613.256.0551 
Web Site:   www.mvar.almontecentral.ca 
 
 

 

 
Here we go again! Our 2010/11 season promises to be a happy, busy 
one. So, All Aboard . . . 

 

http://www.mvar.almontecentral.ca/

